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INDIANAPOLIS MUSEUM OF ART RECEIVES 125 SIGNIFICANT WORKS OF ART 

AS GIFTS IN CELEBRATION OF ITS 125TH ANNIVERSARY 
 

From El Greco to El Anatsui, donated works range from Old Master paintings to 
21st-century African textiles 

 
INDIANAPOLIS, March 23, 2009—The Indianapolis Museum of Art announced today the 
successful completion of its goal to secure 125 gifts to the permanent collection in honor 
of the Museum’s 125th anniversary. Ranging from Old Masters to contemporary works, 
the gifts include paintings, textiles, sculpture, prints and design arts, enriching each of 
the IMA’s collecting areas.  
 
“No single factor is more important to the Museum’s legacy than the continued, robust 
and imaginative growth of our permanent collection,” said Maxwell L. Anderson, The 
Melvin & Bren Simon Director and CEO of the IMA. “The generosity of those patrons 
who have donated these 125 works honors the IMA’s past, marks a milestone in the 
Museum’s history, and sets an auspicious tone for its future.” 
 
In an effort spearheaded by Ellen W. Lee, the Wood-Pulliam Distinguished Senior 
Curator at the IMA, Museum curators carefully targeted and sought strategic additions to 
the collection through a 16-month campaign to honor the IMA’s landmark anniversary. 
Many of the 125 works are already in the care of the IMA, and some are currently on 
view in the galleries. Other works will enter the Museum collection at future dates as 
donor commitments are fulfilled.  
 
“I cannot imagine a more tangible sign of a museum’s vigor than the acquisition of 
important works of art,” said Lee. “Some of the pieces had been coveted by our curators 
for years; others were exciting surprises. Many IMA friends responded enthusiastically to 
our campaign, making commitments that surpassed our ambitious objective.” 
 
For more than a century, the generosity of IMA patrons has spurred the growth of the 
Museum’s permanent collection, which today consists of more than 54,000 objects that 
span the globe and 5,000 years of artistic expression. Approximately 90 percent of these 
works have come through gift or bequest, enabling the Museum to bring treasured works 
of art once held in the private sector to public awareness, and to preserve them for 
future generations. 
 
The IMA website features highlights of the anniversary gifts. Visit 
www.imamuseum.org/125years/125-gifts.  
 
Some highlights from the 125 gifts include:  

 
• St. Luke, about 1610-1614, El Greco and workshop, Spanish, oil on canvas, The 

Clowes Fund Collection 
 

• Farmers Fighting in Springtime, 1641, Zhang Chong, Chinese, ink on silk, Gift of 
Francine and Roger Hurwitz 

 



• The Quai d’Austerlitz, about 1877, Armand Guillaumin, French, oil on canvas, 
Gift of Elaine Ewing Fess and Stephen W. Fess 

 
• Old Pines, about 1900, Suzuki Shonen, Japanese, pair of 6-panel screens, ink 

on gold, paper, Gift of John and Cynde Barnes 
 

• The Dream of Spring, 1901, William-Adolphe Bouguereau, French, oil on canvas, 
Promised gift of Melvin and Bren Simon  

 
• Evening dress, winter, 1926-27, Jeanne Lanvin, French, Gift of Amy Curtiss 

Davidoff 
 

• Study for Petunias, 1928, Blanche Lazzell, American, charcoal, Gift of Dr. Steven 
Conant in memory of Mrs. H. L. Conant 

 
• Gamin, 1929, Augusta Savage, American, hand-painted plaster, Deaccessioned 

Sculpture Fund (Given in part to the IMA by the Indianapolis Chapter of the 
Links, Inc.) 

 
• Hat for man, 1960-1990, Turkana or Pokot people, Kenya (Eastern Africa), clay, 

resin, cane, feathers, human hair, metal, pigment, Gift of Edward DeCarbo in 
honor of Roy and Sophie Sieber 

 
• Jimmy Carter, 1976, Andy Warhol, American, color screen print, Estate of Eldon 

and Freida Nyhart 
 

• Light-Light Armchair (Prototype), 1988, Alberto Meda, Italian, carbon fiber, Mfr:  
Alias, Purchased with funds provided by James E. and Patricia J. LaCrosse 

 
• Duvor (communal cloth), 2007, El Anatsui, Ghanaian, Gift of Ann and Chris Stack 

 
• From #258 Drawing (Tracings from the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the 

L.A. River), 2007, Ingrid Calame, American, enamel paint on aluminum, Carmen 
& Mark Holeman Contemporary Fund 

 
• Light and Space III, 2008, Robert Irwin, American, florescent lights, Purchased 

with funds provided by Ann M. and Chris Stack, The Ballard Fund, Nancy 
Foxwell Neuberger Acquisition Endowment Fund, Anonymous Art Fund, Lucille 
Stewart Endowed Art Fund, Martha M. Shertzer Art Purchase Fund in Memory of 
Her Nephew, Charles S. Sands, Roger G. Wolcott Fund, Gift of the Alliance of 
the Indianapolis Museum of Art, Frank Curtis Springer & Irving Moxley Springer 
Purchase Fund, E. Hardey Adriance Fine Arts Acquisition Fund in memory of 
Marguerite Hardey Adriance, Emma Harter Sweetser Fund, Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Crane Fund, Elizabeth S. Lawton Fine Art Fund, Cecil F. Head Art Fund, Mary V. 
Black Art Endowment Fund, General Endowed Art Fund, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore 
P. Van Vorhees Art Fund, General Memorial Art Fund, General Art Fund, James 
V. Sweetser Fund 

 
 
About IMA’s 125th Anniversary Celebration 
The IMA began its year-long anniversary celebration on October 11, 2008, with a 
fundraising gala that raised $650,000 to support IMA annual programming. Guests of the 



event included prominent contemporary artists from across the United States. The 
evening included a live auction conducted by Christie’s of works produced by the artists 
in attendance. The night’s festivities also included the unveiling of one of the 125 gifts to 
the Museum, a commissioned work by internationally renowned sculptor Robert Irwin. 
The $1 million permanent installation inside Pulliam Great Hall, titled Light and Space III, 
was made possible through a combination of art purchase funds and a gift from Ann M. 
and Chris Stack. The event was chaired by IMA board member Wayne Zink. 

The Indianapolis Museum of Art also commemorated this landmark year with a special 
publication about the IMA’s history, titled Every Way Possible. The book retails for $40 
and is available for sale in the IMA Store and online at shop.imamuseum.org. 

Indianapolis Museum of Art 
The Indianapolis Museum of Art offers visitors an inclusive view of creativity through its 
collection of more than 54,000 works of art that span 5,000 years of history from across 
the world’s continents. Encompassing 152 acres of gardens and grounds, the IMA is 
among the 10 largest encyclopedic art museums in the United States, and it features 
significant collections of African, American, Asian, European and contemporary art, as 
well as a newly established collection of design arts. The collections include paintings, 
sculpture, furniture and design objects, prints, drawings and photographs, as well as 
textiles and costumes.  
 
Through its new articulation of the interconnectedness of art, design and nature, the IMA 
welcomes its visitors to experiences at the Museum, in 100 Acres: The Virginia B. 
Fairbanks Art & Nature Park, which will be the largest contemporary art park in the 
United States when it opens in 2010, and at Oldfields–Lilly House & Gardens, an historic 
Country Place Era estate on the IMA’s grounds. 

The IMA completed a $74 million expansion project in May 2005. The construction 
added 164,000 square feet to the Museum and includes renovation of 90,000 square 
feet of existing space. In order to present major exhibitions of its own and to 
accommodate major traveling exhibitions, the expanded Museum was outfitted with new 
10,000-plus-square-foot Clowes Special Exhibition Gallery on the Museum’s first level. 
In November 2008, the IMA opened the renovated 600-seat Tobias Theater. Nicknamed 
“The Toby,” the theater is a venue for talks, performances and films. 

Located at 4000 Michigan Road, the IMA and Lilly House are open Tuesday through 
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Thursday and Friday, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.; and Sunday, noon 
to 5 p.m. The IMA is closed Mondays and Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s 
days. For more information, call 317-923-1331 or visit www.imamuseum.org.  
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